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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual  report  on  the  public  health 
of  the  District  during  1957. 

The  estimated  population  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General  was 
18000.  The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  during  1957  was  161  and  the 
rate  of  natural  increase  is  thus  8.9  per  1000  population.  There  were 
317  (167  male  and  150  female)  births  which  gives  a  rate  per  1000  popu¬ 
lation  of  20.9  when  corrected  for  purposes  of  comparison  with  similar 
rates  in  other  areas.  The  live  birth  rate  for  the  administrative  county 
is  18.3  and  that  for  England  and  Wales  16. 1  per  1000  population. 

The  death  rate  based  on  156  deaths  (88  male  and  68  female)  after 
correction  for  comparability  was  11.1  per  1000  population.  The  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  the  administrative  county  respec¬ 
tively  was  1 1.5  and  9.7  per  1000  population. 

The  infant  death  rate  (under  one  year  of  age)  was  12.6  per  1000 
live  births  based  on  317  such  births  and  4  infant  deaths.  The  mean 
number  of  live  births  and  infant  deaths  during  the  period  1948-1957 
gives  an  average  infant  death  rate  of  20.9  per  1000  live  births  based 
on  a  mean  of  301.2  live  births  and  6.3  infant  deaths  for  the  ten  year 
period.  The  infant  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  county  were  respectively  during  1957,  23.0  and  22.9  per 
1000  live  births. 

The  four  infant  deaths  (under  one  year  old)  occurred  in  the  first  4 
weeks  of  life.  The  causes  of  death  in  infants  were  prematurity  in  three 
cases,  and  cerebral  haemorrhage  in  the  fourth.  The  longest  survival 
period  was  one  week. 
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Death  rate  from  special  causes  gave  the  following  rates  per  1000 
population  for  cancer  (1.4  per  1000),  pneumonia  (0.5  per  1000),  influenza 
0.2  and  bronchitis  0.3  per  1000  population.  The  proportional  mortality 
rates  of  principal  diseases  (expressed  as  a  proportion  of  the  total  deaths) 
during  the  year  were  :  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation,  other  than 
coronary  disease  2b. 3  per  cent  ;  vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
11.5  per  cent  ;  cancer  ib.o  per  cent  ;  coronary  disease  9.0  per  cent  ; 
influenza,  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  12.2  per  cent. 

The  number  of  deaths  at  ages  65  years  and  over  was  96  of  which 
58  occurred  at  7 5  years  and  over. 

The  incidence  role  per  1000  population  of  the  following  notifiable 
diseases  in  the  Rural  District  during  1957  were  whooping  cough  2.9  ; 
scarlet  fever  0.3  ;  dysentery  and  food  poisoning  0.9  ;  respiratory  tuber¬ 
culosis  0.7  ;  and  measles  19.2. 

Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  totalled  435  for  the  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict  during  1957  ;  345  of  these  were  measles. 

Tuberculosis  notifications  which  are  included  above  numbered  14 
during  1957  ;  13  were  for  the  respiratory  form  of  the  disease. 

325  children  under  15  years  of  age  were  primarily  inoculated  against 
diphtheria  during  1957  ;  ibi  of  the  number  were  under  one  year  of  age, 
and  129  between  1-5  years  of  age.  In  addition,  207  children  under 
15  years  of  age  were  inoculated  against  whooping  cough  ;  153  of  whom 
were  under  one  year  old. 

The  number  of  vaccinations  against  smallpox  was  188  under  one 
year  ;  there  were  317  live  births  during  1957. 

Poliomyelitis  inoculations  begun  in  1956  were  continued  through¬ 
out  the  year.  The  numbers  protected  are  included  in  the  County 
aggregate,  but  are  not  yet  available  for  individual  Districts. 

Other  relevant  data  are  given  in  the  body  of  the  report  which  is 
followed  by  that  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  record  my  appreciation  on  the  assist¬ 
ance  and  co-operation  I  have  received  from  the  staff  and  my  colleagues 
at  all  times. 


1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen , 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Roderick  Mackay. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

7th  May,  1958. 
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STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 

Rodent  Operator 


R.  Mackay,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

T.  F.  Harding,  m.s.i.a.,  and  Cert. 
Meat  and  Food  Inspector 

P.  Gladwin,  m.s.i.a.,  and  Cert. 
Meat  and  Food  Inspector 

P.  N.  Raisey 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  also  in  that  capacity  for  the 
other  three  constituent  authorities  of  the  East  Wilts  United  Districts, 
viz.  Amesbury  R.D.,  Marlborough  and  Ramsbury  R.D.,  and  Marlbor¬ 
ough  M.B.,  and  is  responsible  for  the  public  health  duties  imposed  by 
statute  upon  his  office.  He  holds,  in  addition,  the  appointment  of 
assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  in  this  respect  carries  out,  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  County  Council,  duties  in  connection  with  welfare  service 
for  which  it  is  mainly  responsible. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  together  with  his  assistant 
carries  out  within  the  District,  in  consultation  with  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  the  statutory  duties  which  are  placed  upon  the  authority 
generally  in  connection  with  the  public  health. 

Matters  of  Public  Health  are  normally  dealt  with  by  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Committee  of  the  District  Council. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  in  acres 

Number  of  Parishes  .  .. 

Population  mid-1957  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Number  of  new  houses  erected  in  1957 
By  Private  Enterprise 
By  Local  Authority  ... 

Rateable  Value  .... 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (estimated) 


75828 

25 

18000 

4275 

19 

12 

£204475 

£916 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

L. 

Total 

Live  Births 

167 

150 

317 

Legitimate 

157 

149 

306 

Illegitimate 

10 

1 

11 

Still  Births 

3 

4 

7 

Legitimate 

3 

4 

7 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Live  Birth  Rate  (corrected) 

20.9 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

16. 1 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  causes 

88 

68 

156 

Death  Rate 

11. 1 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .... 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

IX-5 

Total 

3 

1 

4 

Legitimate 

3 

1 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

- 

- 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1000  live  births 

12.6 

Infant  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
NOTE 

23.0 

The  number  of  births,  still-births 

and  deaths  are 

those 

registered  during  1957  after  adjustment  has  been  made  for  inward  and 

outward  transfers. 

BIRTH  RATE ,  INFANT  DEATH  RATE,  TOTAL  DEATH  RATE, 

1957 

Pewsey 

Administrative  En 

gland 

R.D. 

County  and 

Wales 

Birth  Rate  (per  1000  popn.)  ....  20.9 

18.3  ' 

16. 1 

Death  Rate  (per  1000  popn.)  ....  11.1 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under 

9-7 

1 1  -5 

one  year  (per  1000  live  births)....  12.6 

22.9 

23.0 

4 


PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT,  1948  57 
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*  Includes  armed  forces  as  well  as  civilians  from  1950  inclusive 
N.B.  The  corresponding  rate  is  given  underlined  together  with  the  figure  on  which  it  is  based.  With 
the  exception  of  the  infant  death  rate  which  is  calculated  per  1000  live  births,  and  the  still  birth  rate  per  1000 
total  births,  the  rates  given  above  are  computed  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  birth  and  death  rates  are 
not  corrected  in  this  table  for  area  comparability. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  number  of  infective  diseases  notified  in  the  Rural  District  dur¬ 
ing  i 7  W3S  435  including  14  notifications  in  respect  of  tuberculosis. 
The  months  of  greatest  incidence  were  June  and  July,  the  greatest 
numbers  were  notified  in  the  5- 10  year  age  group.  Measles  accounted 
for  345  of  these  ;  52  were  in  respect  of  whooping  cough  ;  and  13  for 
respiratory  tuberculosis.  !  here  were  ix  notifications  1  or  food  poison¬ 
ing  and  6  for  dysentery  ;  one  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  notified  in  1957 
in  the  Rural  District. 

Several  cases  of  food  poisoning  from  Salmonella  Ixphimarium  oc¬ 
curred  in  a  local  hotel  involving  the  staff,  residents,  and  visitors.  Its 
protracted  nature  was  due  mostly  to  the  mildness  of  the  infection  which 
as  is  usual  induces  an  attitude  of  near  indifference  to  only  an  attack  of 
diarrhoea.  The  full  co-operation  of  all  concerned  finally  brought  the 
outbreak  under  control. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

There  were  13  notifications  in  respect  of  respiratory  tuberculosis, 
and  one  for  other  forms  of  the  disease. 

There  were  3  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year  in  the  Rural 
District. 


IMMUNIZATION  AND  VACCINATION 

These  services  are  rendered  by  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  de¬ 
partment  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

Immunizations  are  carried  out  at  the  welfare  centres  and  at  special 
sessions  under  the  direct  control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  by  the 
County  medical  staff,  and  by  general  medical  practitioners  who  also 
perform  all  vaccinations  against  smallpox. 

The  number  of  children  under  one  year  old  immunized  against 
diphtheria  during  1957  in  the  Rural  District  was  xbi  ;  there  were  317 
births  during  the  year.  The  total  number  primarily  immunized  under 
15  years  of  age  was  325.  The  following  numbers  were  inoculated 
against  diphtheria  during  the  last  ten  years. 

Age 


Group 

(Years) 

1948 

’49 

’50 

’51 

Years 
’52  ’53 

’54 

3  5 

’56  ’57 

Total 

Under  5 

190 

60 

176 

304 

242 

142 

234 

222 

187  290 

2047 

5-15 

142 

29 

42 

34 

43 

22 

46 

35 

21  35 

449 

Total 

332 

89 

218 

% 

285  164 

280 

257 

208  325 

249b 

6 


In  addition  153  children  under  a  year  old,  and  5°  a*  T'5  yf'ars 
age  were  inoculated  against  whooping  cough,  the  total  number  so  pro¬ 
tected  under  15  years  of  age  was  207. 

188  vaccinations  against  smallpox  was  performed  during  the  yeai 
in  the  District,  under  one  year  of  age. 

Immunization  against  poliomyelitis  begun  in  the  Rural  District 
in  195b  was  continued  during  the  year.  1  he  numbers  protected  are 
included  in  the  County  aggregate,  but  are  not  yet  available  for  indi¬ 
vidual  Districts. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1957 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Total 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  proposed  water  supply  scheme  in  the  Avon  valley  has  not  yet 
been  put  in  hand  no  doubt  for  reasons  of  financial  stringency  ;  the  need 
for  a  wholesome  supply  in  this  region  has  already  been  represented  to 
the  Ministry.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  most  rigid  supervision  should 
be  given  to  chlorination  to  ensure  that  the  supplies  so  protected  comply 
with  the  highest  standards  of  bacterial  purity.  The  degree  of  pollution 
generally  in  existing  supplies  has  made  imperative  regular  periodic 
bacteriological  sampling  which  is  essential  if  the  fullest  control  is  to  be 
exercised  over  these  supplies  of  doubtful  origin  which  are  unsatis¬ 
factory,  mostly  polluted,  and  always  liable  to  dangerous  contamination. 

SEWERAGE 

The  sewerage  scheme  envisaged  for  the  Avon  valley  which  is  still 
in  course  of  preparation  will  be  followed  by  a  sewerage  system  embracing 
the  larger  parishes  for  which  a  scheme  is  now  being  considered. 

FOOD  SUPERVISION 

Reference  has  been  made  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  in 
his  report,  to  the  steady  progress  made  in  the  enforcement  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations,  the  improvement  in  the  methods  of  food  handling 
in  some  cases,  and  the  occurrence  in  a  hotel  of  an  outbreak  of  food 
poisoning  where  the  staff  handling  food  were  found  to  be  excretors  of 
the  casual  organism. 

Something  more  than  the  knowledge  is  required  in  the  prevention 
of  disease  spread  by  careless  and  unhygienic  handling  of  food  ;  and 
there  does  appear  to  be  something  like  indifference,  in  some  cases  at 
any  rate,  in  the  way  that  food  is  handled  both  before  and  after  pur¬ 
chase.  When  tongs  instead  of  fingers  are  universally  used  in  shops  to 
serve  food  which  can  be  readily  contaminated,  and  the  purchaser  plays 
his  part  in  refraining  from  handling  similar  food  before  purchase,  we 
shall  have  gone  a  long  way  towards  reducing  the.  incidence  of  dysentery 
and  food  poisoning,  which  although  mild  in  themselves  mostly  account 
for  a  great  deal  of  loss  of  school  and  employment  time. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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13 

14 
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28 

29 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  RETURN,  1 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  cougli 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis  .... 

Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

,,  ,,  lung-bronchus 

,,  ,,  breast  .... 

,,  ,,  uterus  .... 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  .... 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


M. 

2 


1 

3 

3 


9 


10 

10 

1 

9 

4 

3 

5 
3 

3 


1 

8 

3 

9 

1 


Total  of  all  causes  88 


957 

F. 


3 

1 

6 


8 

4 

2 

20 

5 
1 

4 

3 

1 

1 


8 


08 


Total 

3 


1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

15 


iS 

14 

3 

29 

9 

4 
9 
6 

4 


1 

16 

3 

9 

1 


15b 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  PEWSEY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1957 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  which 
ended  on  31st  December,  1957. 

Progress  in  getting  major  schemes  under  way  has  not  been  as  good 
as  one  would  hope,  and  for  that  reason,  there  have  not  been  any  radical 
and  spectacular  improvements  in  matters  affecting  the  Public  Health 
during  the  year  :  for  instance  it  is  with  some  regret  that  I  have  again  to 
mention  that  the  Avon  Valley  Water  Scheme  was  not  started.  This 
scheme  is  urgently  necessary  in  order  to  abolish  the  contaminated  wells 
on  which  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Avon  Valley  are 
forced  to  rely  for  their  water  supply.  There  is,  however,  hope  that 
the  Scheme  may  get  under  way  during  1958.  If  it  does,  the  Council 
may  perhaps  like  to  reflect  that  it  will  bring  in  its  train  a  number  of 
severe  drainage  problems  in  several  of  the  Parishes  which  will  be  served 
by  this  supply,  where  there  are  a  number  of  open  drainage  ditches  for 
sullage  water  which  are  already  a  considerable  nuisance,  and  which 
will  become  even  more  of  a  nuisance  when  the  population  is  able  to  use 
a  mains  water  supply.  It  is  hoped  that  the  commencement  of  the  pro¬ 
jected  Avon  Valley  Sewerage  Scheme  will  not  be  delayed  unduly  be¬ 
yond  the  completion  date  of  the  water  scheme. 

With  regard  to  housing,  the  Council  continued  to  build  Council 
Houses,  and  a  number  of  these  which  are  due  for  completion  in  1958 
will  be  used  to  replace  houses  scheduled  for  clearance  under  the  slum 
clearance  scheme.  Once  again  1  must  refer  to  the  use  of  Improvement 
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Grants,  which  have  continued  to  make  a  significant  contribution  to  the 
solution  of  the  slum  clearance  problem  in  the  way  that  they  are  reducing 
the  number  of  houses  which  will  ultimately  have  to  be  dealt  with. 

In  respect  of  water  sampling  the  objective  has  been  to  secure  an 
adequate  coverage  of  all  the  main  supplies  in  the  district.  1  am  quite 
satisfied  that  this  in  fact  has  been  achieved,  and  the  usefulness  of  the 
sampling  routine  which,  of  course,  involves  the  Department  in  a  great 
deal  of  time  and  travelling  was  fully  justified  by  the  detection  at  the 
end  of  the  year  of  contamination  in  the  Council’s  main  borehole  at 
Collingbourne. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the 
Council,  and  to  my  colleagues,  for  their  support  and  assistance  during 
the  year. 

/  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  F.  Harding, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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T.  F.  Harding,  m.s.i.a.  (Certifi¬ 
cate  of  the  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.J.B. 
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TABLE  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


Water  Supply  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  302 

Drainage  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  211 

Moveable  Dwellings  ....  ....  ....  ....  30 

Factories  .  ..  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Bakehouses  ...  ....  ...  ...  ....  6 

Visits  made  by  Inspectors  re  Pest  Control  ..  122 

Visits  made  by  Operator  for  Survey  ....  374 

Visits  made  by  Operator  for  Treatment  1103 

Building  Inspections  .  ..  ....  ...  ....  272 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ....  ....  ....  7 

Visits  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  40 

Visits  under  Housing  Acts,  1936  to  1954  ....  524 

Overcrowding  and  Allocation  of  Houses  ....  394 

Verminous  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  13 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ...  ....  ....  12 

Infectious  Diseases  ....  ....  ....  ....  355 

Slaughterhouse  Visits  ....  ....  ....  106 

Visits  to  Butchers,  Fishmongers,  etc.  ....  9 

Visits  to  Grocers  and  Greengrocers  ...  ....  42 

Visits  to  Ice-Cream  Premises  ....  ....  ....  2 

Visits  to  Food  Preparing  Premises  Generally  19 

Visits  to  Licensed  Houses 

Visits  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ....  ....  5 

Milk  Sampling  Visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  146 

Visits  under  Disease  of  Animals  Order,  1957....  22 


Total  Visits  4126 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1957 


1.  Number  of  New  Houses  and  Flats  erected  during  the  year. 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

(I))  Conversion  of  1  Council  House  into  2  flats  ...  2 

(c)  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ....  ...  ....  19 

2.  Inspection  of  Dwellings  during  the  year. 

(i)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  P.H.  Acts  28 

(ii)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Housing  Acts  139 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  found  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  ....  7 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  lit  for  habitation  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 

3.  Remedy  of  defects  by  Informal  Action. 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  hi  in  consequence 
of  Informal  Action  ....  ....  21 


4.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts). 
(A)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  ami  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  .... 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 


(l) 

Number  of  dwellings 
notices  were  served 

in  respect  of  which  formal 

2 

(ii) 

Number  of  dwellings 
formal  notices  .... 

rendered  fit  after  service  of 

(a) 

By  owners 

— 

(b) 

By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners 

- 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Section  16,  17  and  27  Housing  Acts,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made 

(ii)  Number  of  Houses  demolished  as  result  of  Demo¬ 
lition  Orders 

(iii)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  ....  ....  ....  8 

(iv)  Number  of  undertakings  completed 

(v)  Number  of  houses  where  closing  orders  were  made.  .. 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  42  and  43  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  houses  under  which  Demolition  Orders 
were  made 

(ii)  Number  of  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demo¬ 
lition  Orders 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  due  to  informal  action 


OJ  tv) 


(E)  Proceedings  under  Section  iS  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  of  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  ....  ....  3 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  cancelled,  as 
a  result  of  premises  having  been  made  fit  .... 

5.  Housing  Acts,  1936 — Part  iv.  Overcrowding. 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  dwellings  at  end 

of  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  discovered  during  year  ....  ....  4 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  abated  during  year  ....  ....  2 

HOUSING 

The  principal  preoccupation  of  the  Department  in  this  field  in 
1957  has  been  with  the  problem  of  dealing  with  Slum  Clearance  houses 
at  a  time  when  due  to  various  factors,  Council  House  building  was  at 
a  low  level.  As  is  shown  in  the  table  of  Housing  Statistics,  12  Council 
Houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  and  of  these  4  were  used  for 
Slum  Clearance  purposes.  In  spite  of  this,  some  14  houses  were  closed, 
demolished,  or  reconditioned  as  a  result  of  formal  or  informal  action 
during  the  year,  and  in  all  the  total  of  privately  owned  slum  clearance 
houses  was  reduced  from  160  to  133  during  the  year.  These  results 
were  achieved  by  action  to  secure  the  closure  of  houses  which  became 
empty  due  to  the  death  of  the  tenant,  and  the  like,  and  by  securing  the 
reconditioning  of  cottages  by  informal  action,  in  some  cases  with  the 
assistance  of  Improvement  Grants.  Several  building  schemes  destined 
for  slum  clearance  purposes  will  come  to  fruition  during  1958,  and  it 
is  anticipated  that  these,  together  with  other  reconditioning  schemes 
that  are  on  hand,  will  materially  reduce  the  slum-clearance  problem. 

The  demand  for  Improvement  Grants  was  not  so  great  in  1957  as 
in  1956,  but  33  grants  were  made  in  respect  of  40  houses,  and  improve¬ 
ments  to  53  houses  were  completed  during  the  year.  The  total  of 
houses  improved  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  had  reached  217 
by  the  end  of  the  year  ;  a  very  satisfactory  total.  The  average  cost 
per  dwelling  during  the  year  was  £b 73  ancl  the  average  percentage 
grant  34.2%. 

Although  the  demand  for  Council  Houses  has  to  some  extent 
slackened,  a  considerable  amount  of  time  was  spent  in  visiting  each 
applicant  for  a  house,  and  in  the  assessment  of  his  need  for  rehousing. 
This  work,  coupled  with  visits  in  connection  with  sub-tenancies,  dis¬ 
putes  between  tenants,  complaints,  etc.,  required  a  total  of  394  visits. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Since  1953  the  frequency  of  the  water  sampling  routine  has  steadily 
increased,  until  in  1956  and  1957  a  monthly  average  was  achieved. 
This  has  resulted,  of  course,  in  a  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  samples 
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taken,  for  instance  in  1953  a  total  of  45  water  samples  were  taken, 
and  in  195(1  the  figure  was  205.  In  1957,  although  all  supplies  were 
sampled  as  far  as  possible  on  a  monthly  basis,  the  total  number  of 
samples  taken  was  155,  this  reduction  being  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  four  of  the  Council’s  estates  in  the  parishes  of  Milton  Lilbourne 
and  Easton  Royal  have  now  been  connected  to  the  main  supply  from 
the  borehole  at  Collingbourne,  which  now  supplies  the  Collingbournes, 
Burbage,  Easton  Royal,  Milton  Lilbourne  and  Pewsey  :  the  well  at 
Pewsey  being  now  used  for  standby  purposes.  It  will  thus  be  seen 
that  a  sample  taken  from  any  point  on  the  main  between  Collingbourne 
and  Pewsey  is  a  sample  of  the  water  supplied  to  a  considerable  number 
of  the  population  of  the  district.  It  is  obvious  that  in  the  future  the 
tendency  to  serve  groups  of  parishes  from  a  common  water  supply 
will  increase  :  this  is  the  proposal  for  the  Avon  Valley,  where  the  water 
will  be  obtained  from  boreholes  at  Coombe  and  will  be  delivered  to  the 
parishes  of  Enford,  Upavon  and  Netheravon.  This  will  further  cut 
down  the  necessity  for  the  sampling  of  a  number  of  small  supplies, 
but  at  the  same  time  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  concentration 
will  mean  that  the  numbers  of  people  at  risk,  should  a  borehole  become 
contaminated,  are  vastly  increased,  and  will  bring  about  a  situation 
where  very  frequent  bacteriological  checks  will  be  necessary  to  supple¬ 
ment  the  protection  given  to  the  population  by  the  chlorination  of  the 
water,  it  is  worth  mentioning  that  where  supplies  are  extended,  as 
has  happened  at  Collingbourne,  the  original  chlorinating  equipment  as 
installed  at  the  inception  of  the  Scheme  may  not  necessarily  be  the 
best  or  most  efficient  for  when  the  supply  is  serving  a  large  number  of 
people  over  an  extended  network  of  mains,  and  the  Council  would  be 
well  advised  to  consider  the  provision  of  chlorination  equipment  for 
new  schemes  which  is  adequate  for  the  job  as  far  as  can  be  foreseen. 
During  the  year  we  have  continued  our  practice  of  taking  regular  samples 
from  privately  owned  supplies  which  supply  significant  numbers  of 
houses,  and  with  one  exception,  these  supplies  have  reached  a  satis¬ 
factory  level  of  purity.  In  regard  to  the  one  which  did  not  reach  this 
standard,  the  owner  was  advised  on  measures  which  reduced  the  level 
of  the  contamination  to  a  satisfactory  degree.  This  supply  is  one 
which  would  be  replaced  when  the  Avon  Valley  Water  Scheme  comes 
into  being.  Details  of  the  supplies  to  each  parish  are  given  below 

PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 

PEWSEY 

The  water  consumed  in  this  Parish  is  now  derived  mainly  from  the 
borehole  at  Collingbourne  and  the  results  of  the  samples  taken  in  the 
Parish  are  given  under  the  heading  of  Collingbourne.  The  Pewsey 
well  and  equipment  is  maintained  in  a  state  of  readiness  as  a  standby. 
Samples  have  been  taken  from  it  at  intervals  to  maintain  the  check  on 
its  purity,  which  has  been  consistently  satisfactory. 

LUDGERSHALL  AND  CHUTE 

The  water  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  the  Andover  Rural  District 
Council  and  is  chlorinated.  It  is  alkaline  with  a  P.H.  value  of  7.4  and 
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a  total  hardness  of  220  p.p.m.  II  is  estimated  that  05  %  of  the  houses 
obtain  water  from  this  source  and  of  those  1%  rely  on  stand  pipes. 
13  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  of  which  12  were  satisfactory 
and  one  showed  very  small  non-faecal  contamination. 

WOOTTON  RIVERS 

The  water  is  obtained  from  a  deep  well  and  is  chlorinated  ;  it  is 
alkaline  with  a  P.H.  value  of  7.1,  the  total  hardness  is  304  p.p.m.  The 
great  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  parish  are  supplied  from  the  main. 
12  samples  were  taken  from  the  supply  for  bacteriological  analysis,  of 
which  5  were  wholly  satisfactory  and  7  showed  a  small  degree  of  non- 
faecal  contamination,  indicating  that  adjustments  to  the  chlorinator 
were  in  all  probability  required. 

NORTH  TIL) WORTH 

The  water  for  this  parish  is  obtained  from  a  War  Department 
owned  source  and  the  great  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  Parish  including 
all  the  Council  houses  and  the  War  Department  Married  Quarters  are 
connected  to  it.  n  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  all  of  them  being  satisfactory. 

COLLINGBOURNE  KINGSTON  AND  DUCIS 
BURBAGE 

EASTON  ROYAL  AND  MILTON  LILBOURNE 
PEWSEY 

All  these  parishes  now  obtain  their  water  from  the  boreholes  at 
Collingbourne  Kingston  and  it  is  estimated  that  95%  of  the  houses  in 
the  parishes  are  connected  to  the  mains.  The  water  is  chlorinated,  is 
alkaline,  and  has  a  P.H.  value  of  7.1  ;  the  total  hardness  is  286  p.p.m. 
Two  chemical  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  proved  satis¬ 
factory.  Of  the  17  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis  during  the 
year  10  proved  satisfactory,  7  were  unsatisfactory,  and  of  this  number, 
3  showed  heavy  contamination  with  faecal  organisms.  This  contam¬ 
ination  took  place  in  the  last  few  days  of  1957  and  coincided  with  the 
seasonal  rise  of  springs  and  of  the  river  Bourne  which  is  close  to  the 
borehole.  This  pollution  was  dealt  with  by  a  considerable  increase  in 
the  chlorine  dosage  to  the  water  and  by  the  sterilisation  of  the  mains 
and  reservoir  so  that  water  delivered  to  the  consumer  after  treatment 
by  chlorination  was  free  from  organisms  of  both  non-faecal  and  faecal 
types.  Investigations  have  shown  that  there  are  no  defects  in  the 
construction  of  the  borehole,  and  it  is  considered  that  the  contamin¬ 
ation  is  due  to  factors  over  which  we  have  no  control  and  that  it  will 
abate  with  the  fall  of  the  springs.  It  is  obvious,  however,  that  the 
supply  from  this  bore  is  not  wholly  reliable  as  to  purity,  and  for  that 
reason  a  higher  rate  of  chlorination  than  hitherto  has  been  recom¬ 
mended,  and  the  frequency  of  sampling  lias  been  placed  on  a  weekly 
basis  to  detect  any  future  contamination  that  may  occur. 
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OTHER  WATER  SUPPLIES 


ALTON  BARNES  AND  PRIORS 

The  majority  of  the  private  houses  in  the  villages  and  the  two 
Council  Estates  are  supplied  with  unchlorinated  water  from  a  private 
(\state  piped  supply,  ir  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year 
of  which  5  were  satisfactory  and  b  showed  minor  degrees  of  non-faecal 
contamination. 

BOTTLESFORD 

The  post-war  Council  Estate  is  supplied  with  unchlorinated  water 
from  a  borehole.  9  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examin¬ 
ation  during  the  year  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

COOMBE 

The  small  Council  Estate  and  a  number  of  the  private  houses  in 
this  hamlet  are  supplied  from  a  private  farm  source.  I'he  water  is  not 
chlorinated.  12  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  of  which  6  were 
satisfactory,  3  showed  contamination  of  non-faecal  origin,  and  3  faecal 
contamination.  The  owner  of  the  source  was  advised  as  to  measures 
which  should  be  taken  to  deal  with  this  problem  and  following  this 
action  the  samples  were  again  reported  on  as  satisfactory. 

ENFORD 

The  majority  of  the  War  Department  houses  and  the  post-war 
Council  Estate  is  supplied  from  a  War  Department  source.  Following 
trouble  some  two  years  ago  the  water  is  now  chlorinated.  9  samples 
were  taken,  8  were  satisfactory  and  one  showed  minor  faecal  contam¬ 
ination. 

HAXTON  AND  LITTLETON 

The  majority  of  the  houses  in  this  parish  rely  on  individual  wells. 
The  new  Council  houses  are  supplied  from  a  borehole,  the  water  being 
chlorinated.  9  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis,  all  of 
them  being  satisfactory.  The  pre-war  Council  Houses  had  been  sup¬ 
plied  from  a  communal  well  with  a  hand  pump.  Samples  taken  during 
1956  showed  that  this  source  was  most  unsatisfactory,  and  as  a  result 
the  Council  took  the  opportunity  of  connecting  these  houses  to  the 
borehole  supplying  the  post-war  estate,  the  old  well  being  now  disused. 

MANNINGFORD 

The  majority  of  the  houses  in  this  parish  derive  their  water  from 
individual  and  communal  wells.  The  post-war  Council  Estate  is  sup¬ 
plied  from  a  borehole,  the  water  being  chlorinated.  9  samples  were 
taken  during  the  year  of  which  8  were  wholly  satisfactory  and  one 
showed  minor  non-faecal  contamination. 

HILCOT 

The  pre-war  Council  houses  in  this  hamlet  rely  upon  communal 
wells.  These  have  proved  quite  satisfactory  during  the  year  and  8 
samples  have  been  taken  from  them,  all  of  which  reached  a  good  stand- 
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ard  of  purity.  One  chemical  sample  was  taken  from  this  supply  and 
proved  satisfactory. 

OARE 

Most  of  the  houses  in  the  Parish  rely  upon  individual  and  com¬ 
munal  wells  for  their  water  supply.  There  is  a  small  estate  supply, 
and  the  post-war  Council  Estate  obtains  its  water  from  a  borehole,  the 
supply  being  unchlorinated,  n  samples  were  taken  during  the  year 
from  this  bore  of  which  9  were  satisfactory  and  two  showed  minor  non- 
faecal  contamination. 

UP AVON 

A  few  houses  in  this  Parish  are  connected  to  a  private  supply,  the 
remainder  relying  on  individual  and  communal  wells.  The  Council 
Houses,  both  pre-war  and  post-war,  are  supplied  from  a  borehole,  the 
water  not  being  chlorinated  :  S  samples  were  taken  from  this  bore 
during  the  year,  two  of  which  showed  non-faecal  comtamination,  the 
remainder  being  satisfactory. 

WILCOT 

A  number  of  privately  owned  houses  in  this  village  are  supplied 
from  a  privately  owned  supply,  which  is  not  chlorinated.  This  supply 
has  been  sampled  regularly  and  11  samples  were  taken  during  the  year, 
of  which  5  were  satisfactory  and  6  showed  non-faecal  contamination. 

The  Council  estate  is  supplied  with  unchlorinated  water  from  a 
borehole.  10  samples  were  taken  in  all,  of  which  two  were  contaminated 
with  non-faecal  organisms  and  8  were  satisfactory. 

WOODBOROUGH 

All  the  private  houses  in  this  Parish  are  served  by  individual  wells. 
The  pre-war  Council  Estate  relies  on  a  communal  well  with  a  hand 
pump.  9  samples  were  taken  from  this  well  during  the  year  of  which 
8  were  satisfactory  and  1  showed  slight  non-faecal  contamination.  The 
post-war  estate  derives  unchlorinated  water  from  a  borehole.  9  samples 
were  taken,  of  which  8  were  satisfactory  and  one  showed  minor  non- 
faecal  contamination. 

WILSFORD 

The  great  majority  of  the  Houses  in  this  parish  are  supplied  from 
a  private  Estate  supply  which  is  unchlorinated.  9  samples  were  taken 
during  the  year  of  which  5  showed  slight  non-faecal  contamination, 
4  being  wholly  satisfactory. 

CHARLTON 

Almost  all  of  the  houses  in  this  parish  derive  their  water  from  a 
private  supply.  9  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  of  which  5  were 
wholly  satisfactory  and  4  showed  a  very  small  degree  of  non-faecal 
pollution. 

RUSHALL 

A  similar  private  piped  supply  serves  almost  all  the  houses  in  the 
parish.  Of  the  9  samples  taken  during  the  year  b  showed  a  very  small 
degree  of  non-faecal  pollution  and  3  were  wholly  satisfactory. 
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DRAINAGE 


During  1957  no  major  works  of  sewerage  have  been  undertaken 
by  the  Council.  The  comprehensive  sewerage  scheme  which  is  planned 
for  the  Avon  Valley  is  still  in  course  of  preparation,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  it  will  not  be  delayed  due  to  financial  restrictions,  as  when  the  Avon 
Valley  Water  Scheme  is  completed  drainage  problems  in  the  Valley  will 
become  acute. 

During  the  year  the  Council  considered  plans  for  the  sewering  of 
Burbage,  and  as  a  result  of  difficulties  which  it  was  expected  would 
result  from  the  discharge  of  effluent  into  the  almost  waterless  River 
Bourne,  and  of  the  proximity  of  the  discharge  to  the  Council’s  bore¬ 
holes  at  Collingbourne,  it  was  decided  that  plans  should  be  prepared 
for  a  scheme  which  would  bring  the  sewage  from  Burbage,  picking  up 
on  the  way  sewage  from  Easton  Royal  and  Milton  Lilbourne  and  dis¬ 
charging  it  into  the  River  Avon  after  treatment  in  an  enlarged  and 
improved  sewage  works  at  Pewsey.  This  is  a  development  devoutly 
to  be  desired,  since  it  would  enable  the  Council  to  provide  modern  drain¬ 
age  facilities  to  a  large  proportion  of  the  population  which  is  already 
enjoying  mains  water,  and  in  a  district  where  the  nuisance  from  sullage 
drains  is  already  acute.  The  Avon  Valley  Scheme  must  remain  the 
highest  priority,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Council  will  be  able  to 
proceed  with  the  Burbage,  Milton,  Easton  Scheme  without  undue 
delay.  As  these  Schemes  are  still  on  paper,  the  great  majority  of  houses 
outside  the  parishes  of  Pewsey,  Ludgershall  and  Everleigh  continue  to 
rely  on  bucket  closets,  but  the  Council’s  decision  to  continue  with  Im¬ 
provement  Grants  during  a  period  of  financial  stringency  has  enabled 
a  considerable  number  of  private  houses  to  be  equipped  with  septic 
tanks.  The  Council  will,  of  course,  be  aware  that  in  parts  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict,  difficulty  arises  in  the  dispersal  of  septic  tank  effluents  into  the 
greensand  sub-soil.  During  the  year  a  considerable  amount  of  research 
was  done  in  the  Department  to  find  out  what  improvements  could  be 
made  to  our  standard  septic  tank  system  which  would  enable  it  to 
work  better  in  difficult  sub-soils.  The  new  design  of  tank  is  not  greatlv 
altered  from  that  previously  used,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  the  improve¬ 
ments  embodied  in  this  design,  which  are  the  result  of  experiment  and 
several  years  experience  will  improve  the  working  of  tanks  which  are 
to  be  installed  in  the  future. 

I  have  referred  in  the  report  on  water  supply  to  the  connection  of 
the  old  Council  Houses  at  Haxton  to  the  Council’s  new  borehole.  These 
old  Council  houses  were  equipped  with  bucket  closets  and  as  they  have 
very  small  gardens,  the  disposal  of  excreta,  in  the  absence  of  a  night 
soil  collection,  was  the  cause  of  a  considerable  nuisance. 

As  a  result  of  representations  made  to  them  the  Council  were  able 
to  modernise  these  houses,  provide  them  with  hot  water  systems  and 
an  uncontaminated  water  supply,  and  install  water  closets  which  were 
connected  to  the  small  sewage  disposal  works  on  the  new  Council  Estate. 
It  is  hoped  that  this  is  a  policy  which  will  be  continued  in  the  future- 
in  other  paiishes  where  the  facilities  exist  or  become  available. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


During  the  year  the  only  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  of  any 
importance  was  a  number  of  cases  of  Salmonella  Typkimurium  food 
poisoning  which  came  to  our  notice  in  t lie  early  part  of  the  year. 

This  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred  at  a  Hotel  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict,  and  in  all  some  21  persons  were  infected.  Of  these,  8  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  staff,  5  relatives  of  members  of  the  staff,  and  8  were  guests 
or  customers  at  the  Hotel.  Every  indication  points  to  the  fact  that 
the  outbreak  was  of  human  origin,  although  it  was  not  possible  to  dis¬ 
cover  who  was  the  original  carrier  of  the  organisms.  A  significant 
feature  of  the  outbreak  was  the  fact  that  several  of  the  infected  persons 
after  being  treated  with  antibiotics  gave  three  negative  stool  specimens 
and  then  proceeded  to  give  a  series  of  positive  ones,  thus  confusing 
the  issue  in  so  far  as  a  return  to  work  was  concerned. 

Liaison  with  other  Authorities  proved  to  be  very  effective  during 
the  course  of  this  outbreak,  and  guests  who  had  been  staying  at  the 
Hotel  and  who  had  returned  to  their  homes,  were  quickly  followed  up 
by  Public  Health  Departments  of  their  home  towns  and  checked  for 
infection  ;  several  of  them  had  in  fact  become  infected.  It  is  almost 
needless  to  say  that  this  outbreak  would  not  have  reached  the  time- 
consuming  proportions  that  it  did  if  certain  elementary  precautions 
had  been  taken  by  the  food  handlers  concerned,  and  it  is  sad  that  so 
many  food  handlers  are  still  not  aware  of  the  dangers  of  food  poisoning 
until  they  are  actually  implicated  in  an  outbreak  such  as  this. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


During  the  year  the  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  district 
continued  to  function  on  a  modest  scale.  The  table  below  shows  the 
number  of  carcases  inspected  and  the  number  condemned.  It  is  satis¬ 
fying  to  record  that  100%  of  the  carcases  killed  in  the  slaughterhouse 
were  inspected  by  your  officers,  and  further  that  for  the  first  time,  no 
animals  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

Condemned  meat  from  the  slaughterhouse  is  collected  by  a  merchant 
who  is  engaged  in  the  processing  of  waste  meat  products.  Condemned 
tinned  goods  and  the  like  are  collected  by  the  Council  and  disposed  of 
at  the  refuse  tip. 


Cattle 

excluding  Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 
cows 


Number  killed  160 

Number  inspected  160 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  whole  carcase 
condemned 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  Part  or  Organ 
condemned  17 

%  of  No.  inspected 

infected  10. G 

Tuberculosis  only,  whole 
carcase  condemned 
Tuberculosis  only,  Part 
or  Organ  condemned 
%  of  No.  Inspected 

infected  - 


4 

4 


2 


50 


21  352  122 

21  352  122 


8  21 

2-55  I7-2 


Cysticercus  Bovis  :  One  Bullock  affected — head  condemned,  car¬ 
case  consigned  to  cold  store. 
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FOOD  PREMISES  GENERALLY 

As  previously  reported  under  Infectious  Diseases,  there  was  one 
outbreak  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year  due  to  infected  food.  Al¬ 
though  there  has  been  a  steady  improvement  in  food  handling  methods 
in  food  premises  in  the  district,  it  is  still  unfortunately  true  to  say  that 
many  food  handlers  are  not  yet  fully  aware  of  the  responsibilities  they 
owe  to  the  public  they  serve.  It  was  not  possible  to  devote  as  much 
time  to  visits  to  foodshops  as  one  would  wish,  but  some  progress  was 
made  in  the  enforcement  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  at  food 
premises  in  the  district. 

Some  24  verbal  intimations  were  were  made  concerning  minor  short¬ 
comings  in  methods  or  equipment,  and  10  written  notices  were  issued  : 
at  the  end  of  the  year  7  of  these  written  notices  had  been  complied  with. 

One  cafe  proprietor,  after  repeated  warnings,  was  prosecuted  for 


smoking  whilst  handling  food.  He  was  found  guilty  of  the  offence 
and  the  Bench  saw  fit  to  impose  on  him  a  fine  of  £1. 

Butchers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Bakers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  13 

Grocers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  30 

Fishmongers  ....  ...  ....  ....  ....  5 

Greengrocers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Cafes  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  13 

Fishfryers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Food  Factories  ...  .  .  ....  ....  3 

Licensed  Houses  ...  .  .  ....  ....  44 

General  Stores  ..  .  .  .  ....  ....  17 

Registered  Dairies  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Registered  Distributors  ....  ....  ....  n 

Registered  Premises  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955)  Section  16 
For  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  (pre-packed)  ....  44 

For  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  1 

For  Fishfrying  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

For  Sausage  Manufacturing  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 


MILK 

The  regular  routine  of  milk  sampling  was  continued  during  the 
year.  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  once  again  there  was  a 
significant  reduction  in  the  number  of  samples  which  failed  to  comply 
with  the  statutory  tests,  indicating  impr 
cleanliness. 

The  figures  are  as  follows  : — 

Samples  subjected  to  Methylene  Blue  test 
Samples  subjected  to  Phosphatase  test  .  .. 

Samples  failing  Methylene  Blue  or  Phos¬ 
phatase  test 

Samples  subjected  to  biological  exam¬ 
ination  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacillus 

Samples  showing  Postive  T.B.  reaction  .... 

Samples  subjected  to  Turbidity  Test 
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oved 

producer 

methods 

and 

1954 

1955 

I95b 

*957 

.  — 

99 

142 

132 

81 

87 

49 

59 

19 

13 

9 

3 

45 

120 

M3 

151 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

8 

10 

RODENT  CONTROL 


225  properties  of  all  kinds  were  treated  by  the  Council’s  Rodent 
Operator  during  the  year,  a  slight  increase  over  195b.  Generally  satis¬ 
factory  results  were  again  achieved  with  the  blood  anti-coagulant 
which  has  been  in  use  now  for  several  years.  The  sewers  at  Ludger- 
shall  and  Pewsey  received  their  biennial  test-baiting,  and  were  found 
to  be  free  of  rats.  Regular  disinfestations  were  carried  out  at  the 
various  sewage  works,  and  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  continued  to  receive 
the  very  regular  attention  which  has  kept  the  rat  population  down  to 
minimal  numbers. 


FACTORIES 

Number  of  factories  without  mechanical  power  ....  ....  i<S 

Number  of  factories  with  mechanical  power  ....  ....  34 

16  specific  factory  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year, 
and  no  defects  were  found  which  required  action  by  your  officers. 
Certificates  as  to  Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  fire  were  issued  in  respect 
of  two  factories,  after  works  had  been  carried  out  to  make  them  satis¬ 
factory  in  this  respect. 


E.  H.  Perkins  and  Son,  Ltd.,  Marlborough 


